1% was id the Saiderof 3936 that I mel ¥eeS Dorotby Day. &&pouzse -1 had heard
such zbout her and the very wonderful things that she was doing in New York 3§ For
a long while I really had hoped that at sometime I would get a chance to meet and
talk to her, becsuse she was doing what I wanied to do very muchk — that was to
operate a house of hospitality in the Catholic way of life. then I met her, I was
greatly impressed by her manner anG appearance; which was most unassuming. She told
me much of the beginning of her movement. She spoke of being voluntary poor and the
mystical body of Christ. This was also new and strange 0 me, but ss she spoke my
heart seemed to jubp and 211 of a sudden I cculd see the thing I wanted Yo do was
much easier than I had thought. I did not need several hundreds of dollars in new
equipment, nor did Isneed a modern large building. How easy and simple it was now,
almost in my grasp! !

iiss Day spoke of the difference between poverty and destitution. I was scon
$01d on the idea, and after our talk she said "Here is five dollars, it is all that
I have; take this, as I want to be the first to gve you & donabion on your new house
that you will stert.

I had never been sble to see anything good in poverty before, but it was all
Gifferent after my talk with ¥iss Day. I seemed tc see with a Fervent and different
set of syes. What I had thought of as awful poverty, was now dire destitution, and
poverty was just being poor, but it could be orderly, clean, and good. I begam to
Yink now thab our Lord had dlways been poor and was always found with poor people
and hed carried it 2l with dignity- ;

) A%t last I had found myself. I did not peed te start some kind of a drive
funds, neither 8id I have to go ocut and try to gel some influential men o
3 11 T needed was 2 stronger faith in our Lord and the w1l o be of

PoOOT« . '

5 thé-fext Qay; armed with the five dollars that Mis ] :
hippy deteriination in my mind, I sterted out to huint & bul g that woul Z
the first House of Hospitality in Washingicn, and would be known as #ihe Blessed
YPartin de Porres House of Hospitality."

This was a real job, because first there was to be considered the neighborhood.
Such a house most certainly would do a greater service in what we ¢all 2 run down
section or slumss as that would be the most likely place for the homeless man, where
things are conjested, and cheap. Then, too, in a different neighborhcod where the
standard would be a litile betier there would be all sort of complaints f{rom the
residents if these men were brought in their section, as the gemeral idea is that
this perticular type of man is wrthless. So under these conditions I really was
not looking for anything very f{ine, but there were some things that 2 building must
have if it wes %o be useful. It must heve electricity for light and facilities for
baths and in ithe very low ront bracket, as I would have tbe sole responsibilivy of
paying it from a very small salary from which I had to pay living expenses for my
Yother, who was none 100 well; a sister whe had o be cared for and a nephew. X
spent many days looking for a place that embodied all of these very necessary possi~
bilities.

Sometimes I would find 2 house for rent — the price would be Just right ——
when T would secure the key to go in %o see if, there would be ne wiring for elec—
tricity, or no bath, and when the bath and electric lights would be fine, the rent
would be too high. It was sometimes hard to keep my determination strong. Une day
as I walked up Seventh Strest from work, feeling full of gespzir, I happensd to
1ock across the sireet and up cver 2 Sarber Shop and a Lunch Room I saw a siga in
the window woich read "FCR RENT.* I went over %o get a closer view. I knew the
spot too well; it was one of Washington's worst northwest sections. ‘The part of
the house that was tc be renbed was the itwo upper {loors and tne ground floor back.
The entrance to this part was in an flley.® It was a very vac spot as pe -3
often found either dead or dying there. CUnce a woman brought the arm of a:man oud
on the street that had been murdered is bedy dismembered.

2 o~

The'1ittle four room houses-"":ere piaces of zll kinds of illicit doings. In
front of Aiildoor that was about'ten feet up in this Klley, my blood ran both hot
and cold; I siood glued to the spot for a full five minubes wondering new I got
there. After living in Washington 211 my life I had nevar seen on ide of
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the street ab the end of that Alley. Fhen I f£inally got myself iogetker I found the
loek had besn bioken and the door standing wide open. 1 zamiback tc Sevenih Sirset
sick at heart; I mosb certainly did not want this‘place. Yet, something t0id me this
was the place.

1

¥

The next day at work I asked a friend of mine if he would go some place with me
after work. He said “yes,® go when the dey wes over we started out together. As we
walked, I told him about the house I was planning to start. When we got o the alley .
I turned in — he looked at me queerly ami said "¥here ihe Devil do you think you axe
going?® I said, "I want you to go into this house with me to see how it looks.

WThis is where I am going to start.” 50, pushing him ahead of me, T stepped into the
docrway. The walls were broksn and dirty, there was a strong smell of gquestionable
food from the lunchreor.

As we started up the stairs my heart sank, and I thought, "0, Lord, how can I
dc anything with this place? The wells on two sides were broken, and 4dixty paper wes
hanging from slmost every part of them. There were pheces of tin over large rat holes.
At the top of the stairs we stopped again to lock over the situation. There were three
rooms in front ¢f us and the doors leading from them into the hall were either off
hinges or panels knocked out, window panes roken out. The walls cracked and broken.
In one room, mearly all of the plaster from 2 side wall was off. THat paper there was
on ine walls was dirty and old and showed unmisiakable signs of The Red Rovers. The
bosrds in the floors were old and warped, the oliir boarding wes leaving the floors in
some places and the walls in some other places; “%s a result the floors sloped in any
direction that caused vou to stumble until you learned the hang of them. There was
2 bathroom on this floor, but there was only a ccld waber spigot. Them there was a
stoveless kiichen. Just a sink and cold water spigot. HNoxt there was a room that
we made a dining room of ang the next room was in turn a bedroom, a relaxing room
for our drunks 2nd a store room. The tenants who moved out lefy every old thing in
the house they did not need and the floors were littorad. We found the iwo roams on
the top fioor were in just as bad a condition, excest perhaps the floor sloped in a
Sifferent direciion then those on the floor below. Cn the ground floor rear there
was a room that I found I could use alse. 211 the plaster had lefh; only the bare
bricks were there-

I left the house not depressed as I was when I first entered it, for suddenly
something passed over me and I saw it all papered and painted and scrubbed; and in
fact I was jubilant as I stepped out of the door and said quite glithly o my friead
Wiy, this is just fine, I was so lucky tc find such a nice place.” He did not say &
word, but the look he gave me sald volumes.

The next day I went to the office of the Re2l Bstate Dealer who #as agent for

this house, to see just whal terms I could make as o remt, for a2s yet I only had

the five doliars given me bv Miss Day. The Agent said that he would pul in some re—
pairs and that the rent would be thirty-five doiiars {%35.) per month. So I bargained
with hin to let me make my own repaivs and have the Duilding for teenty-five dollars
a month. He compromised by adding a doller a mopth for water. and so, I got tha use
©f the building for twenty-six dollars. I left five dollars as a deposit withoub
having the feintest idea where I was going to get the other twenty one dollarss but
I had 3 whole week to get it and I knew many things could happen in thai Wme.

Then 7, staried owd to beg things to seil to get this firsi moniss rent, and I
wes surprising how ihings came — everything — clothes, furniters, articles of alil
sorts, sizes and condidicns. In that weeks time I was even given some money. The
response was wonderful. I was so eisted cver the fact that almost everyone was so
kind, I harrisd down o siga the contracit and get anthority to move in two days be-
fore the week wes up on my depesit. Armed with the receipd for cne month's renb, I
was now ready te begin real work.

Through searching I found out that this had been among ‘the early houses buﬁz;n
Washington. This particular building was wilt in 1835 by 2 young man fo carry his
Bride. Never was it though® to have been used as I was planning to use i, or &s
some of its uses befere I camgalong. Long before X was ready to move in I know much
of its cuestionable history from people whe saw it being repaired and wanted certain
rooms, thinking it was going back to its old habits. It was a structure of frame and
brick.. Later the frame was pebble-dashed; but at this time there were deep cracks
in the frame and pebble-dash. In one corser of rovm you could sit and look,
through a creck, out in the sireet. On the back the mortor was failing from between
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the bricks. Some of my acguaintances were consianily prophesing when the whole
thing wouid collapse. However. I never had azny such fears.

Allow me t6 come back to my preparation for moving into the house. First, I
was forced to have the dirt and waste teken out of the house. It cosied seven dollars
tc heve the dirt taken out and away; that did not include cleaning the back yard. In
the cleasing and repairing of ine house I was forced %o ¢zll on friends and relatives.
Agzin in those early days, my friend Vernon Jackson who was the person who wend in
with me to look at the place, came o my assistance. I hed to sell things at a .
rummage sale one day, then the next day I weuld spend 2l1 the momey getting needg do
things to work with. So every other day found me having a rummege sale and every
other day found me working at the house. The first day of cleaning we had to %o 2
lot of sweeping and Jack was helping me. He looked at me through a cloud of dust
and frowmed. Then he said, "Hey Scobiy, don't you have something to do oubsice?® I
answered I did. Miell,* he said, "Go get out of my sight before I get mad and bat
you over the head with this broom.® Since he was a friend and an excelleni helper I
cleared out until he felt better, ter we had¢ the tuilding alil swept, every nole and
corner, Joe Miller, a German, who was later destained to come there %o live, offered
his services to scrub ficors. And with the zid of lye and good strong powders and dis—
infectant hé Gid a wonderful job. The fleors were so nice @nd clean it hardly seemed
possible. Seeing those same floors in that awful condition just a few days before.
Cur nezt thought was owr walls. Agein I wes at oy wits end whet o do. I got some
0ld window shedes and this T pasted over the large spois whers ihe plaster was broken
¢ff, =nd after the w2lls were 21 mended I bought wall paper in what is cailed t:lk.
That is, a large bundie of paper cheap, usuzlly 2 lot of odds and ends. Somelimes
nct two rolls alike. This we put on, zlternating patisrms. Hawing o work ail the

I sve.

week, afternoons and Sundays were the only itime that I really coul

So my Dncle, Charlie Sayles and anoiner friend, Fred Heid came in and icok over
the job of papering. They were good workers and both got along fine together. They
mexioeuvred the paper and got some very geod effects; and when they grew tired they
played cards. It was very gratifying each day to come to the house and find it being
4ransformed into 2 re2lly livzble place. Ny ¢

¥
It was very diffienlt for me not o dbe nervous in this neighborhood,because of
the reputation of his section, coupled with my 2 envircnment. OS¢ if ever I went
in the house to do anything alone I was sure to lock and bar the dvors; becanse they
vere loud and noisy and drinking, and I was just 2 liftle afraid they would wonder in.
fut I soon found out tnat this was unnecessary and that I really had nothing o be
afraig of.

4fter some few days my Uncle and friends had transformed the dirty, dingy rooms
into nice clean places. We were then ready for new paint. e got grey paint. Deck
paint, it was cailed. ¥ow for painting- needed some men volunteers, and these
were not 1ac!:in§ for very soon there were Friars and Srothers from some of the reli-
gious houses and/professorffrom one of the leading Universities pzinting doors, wir-
dows, chairs, boards, bamisters, stairways. It took us just one monih to get things
in order for the opening. In the meantime I had been trying to get some furniture
o zo into the place- Of course a1l this time we had been hawing rumsege sales,
writing letters and asking sveryone to send us &l of #hite clephanis, any and every
thing they cid not weat. The firet thing thet came In was 2 large siatue of the
Szcred Hear: of Jesus, senb tc us by Father Devid. Then, through Father David, came
three barrels of disbes from one of the best jotels. Dishes that were no longex use-
ful in a first class hotel; but were lwmries in 2 house of hospitalify. Plates with
gold bands; plates with flowers; cups and saucers; glasses, goblet style. Rnives,
forks, ieaspoons, soup spoons were picked vp in Second hand storss for small sums of
money, as cur rummage sales were sometime shall, as I have said before, that.all pur-
chases were regulated by ihe Rummege Sales carrisd on the day before. Just a few days
before we had planned our blessing and opening, furniturs came {rom everyvnere.
Through a Xrs. 2rown came a nice ice box, some nice single beds, bock racks, tables;
2 kitchen cabinet. ZFrom & Chinese girl ceme tea. Burchellls delivery ceme W owr
door one mormivg and there was five pounds of coffee and five pounds of sugar.

Soon the day avrived for the blessing and opering of the howse. iimeographed
letters hed been sent cut $o a lob of people, which read: Y1215 Tth Street, .
April 28, 197% Dear Friend: You are cordially invited te attend the opening of
a shelter for homeless and destitute worthy men, Sunday, Mgy second from twe to
five F. X
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The objsch of the house is 1o care for wen from the hospitals who have nc home
or family; mrthy men, recommended {rom pensl instituilons and any man who Linds

3
himself without rescurces.

oY
The house will be knovn as "The Hariin De Porres House," Remed for an hustle
Negro lay-brother of the Dominican crder whc spent his hi'.. helping these whose ot

in life was full of destitution.

The house has been made possible by woluntary contributions.

foping that you will come and help in such a worthy cause.

Sincerely wours,

Brother Hartin

(Llewellyn J. Scotb -
Q \f“l;"/ v
There were avout fifty or seventy-five perscns. Fether G{iﬁms said the
prayers and blessed the house. Fach room a2t a iH=me, followsd by everyons else. It
was a wonderful sight, such as that end of Seventh eta“’et had never seen vefore.
Priests, Sisters from various crders, Seminarians, te & colored lay people. T¥e
served tea sirained through the table cloth, as no one ab that time had given us a
tea strainer. I% was real Chinese tsa2, too. Yery itasty. end There wes czke made
by a geed friend of mine. There were talis Uy several people and every one was say-
ing sc many nice things. After a few hours of serving tea, everyon2 left, and again
T was alone. 32Rut evervt‘ung seewmad so Sifferent now. 1 can'i recall ever having
quite the feeling owing that there was nc cne else in the house except myself,
and yet having the féeling of people being arownd me, a 10t of them. 4alone I walked
from cne roem to ancther reom rezdjusting things and wondering wnc my first cccupants
would be like. After satisfring myself as %o the order of the things in the house,
without any fear, I went to ted. The rcom that I took for my room was z small middle
> in charge I thought it wise that I showld be where I could see 28 much as
e things thet might go on in tbe house.. S0, from my rcom I could see who
ceme in the front door and if ther were going wp or down siairs intc the kitchen, or
any part of the house. Aifter falling asleep I was i d by what sounded like some-
one onithe:stairs could not tell if they were "oing up or down. I had lef$ the
door open and bed faced the stairs; s¢ nervously I pulled on the llg,‘n» quickly,
and on the stairs whs just aboul the largest rat I had ever seen. He made no effort
to run away. 7o me it made no difference abcu%t nim not rumning; it was such a relief
te know that it was only a rat. =

The next morning about eight o'clock someons rang my door bell, for as yet I did
not have guite the nerve to leave the cuiside door open like 2 real house of hospitali-
ty. Hurrying to answer it I found ocut thai my mission in the neighborhocd was mown

there stood a wemen who wented to know if it was anyibing I could do for a sick
friend of hers. She Iived in one of the 1ittle houses in the alley. T lefi with her,
5¢ that she might show me vhere this iriend was. Going 2 short & @ stance up tee Alley
she enbered a house. 4s we stepped off the 2llsy inito the fronit room there sat a 1ot
of sullen lo At first there passed over me 2 feeling of fear. Txying herd
not to show any fear I spoke 0 them very cordizliy and from ithe tones that answered
me I was sure they intended no bodily harm to me. Upsta:.rs 3 followed the woman and
there in the front room I found another poor woman groaning with pain. The room was
dirty and upset. Therc was only 2 bed, & cna::, 2 stove thal looked e a leundry
stove. Thers wes a box stand 1 on end wi a pisce of old lace curiain on top of it.
There were 2 few h:.. pins and a comb and o'us"l.

ere was only one thing to do and that was to call a doctor. This I promised
her, and I ¢id jus® a3 soom as I could get oub. I ¢alled the city docior;
hurrying back I carrisd my scrub buckeb, scap and rag and washed the floor and tidied
vp the room. I asked twe of the men tc come to my house and help me to bring scmething
over. I had one bureau in the honse. The man in house did not really need this,

50 I got these men tc carry it fc the woman's rocm. 1 pul a scarf on it and then pub
her other little articles on it. She thanked me, and the others in the house ‘thanked
me. I felt no goodness; it was onir that I wanited to serve Jod througn giving service
to my fellow brovhers. I asked them please net to thenk me; bub to thank Ged.
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1 never quesu on &y men clo ; about his past
1 scon learnsd that they were place, a‘.o‘e. being zccustomed o
real kindness they thought th s just somethning they were not so
sure of. I recall ene day on m{ vy tc the Blessea Hartin House on the street car I
obgerved a man ghop e ‘ﬁ'B.Ll dressed man and say something, this wen only shook his
hezd and waiked on, %he Lirst man 1cc:reu back at rdm and there was disappointment ail
over his face. ;r.:.n:n.ng tn“u perhaps this man was in need of sox:ethln tl'st I peri2ps
could give to ki B
Catching up with him 1 asked him if he was a '-t.“ang_,nr, P if was in nd of
troudle. fe said that he had been pwmed a job but iw wWes. so l.an,‘;ry that he would
not be able to work if he dxq sét it. I told him to come with me thet I weuld see that
he got some ffod, he locked at me with a gueer expression und then staried up the street

2n he first came; becsuse

L@

with me.The eabrance to our }u\xss then was in tae alley, arriving te the house I turned
in this aliey and push..,. opened the door, he pesped inio the r.a‘J. and then szid to me
#ghat is alri ht ir.you need not ‘Jotf.er‘,‘ anu s’b._r'aeu cut of the a:

policeran wio
afterwards

knew me chance o ae Das!

old me ’tuav hie had never !

Wt

scbin House te 1 ¥e. .af'c,er a short. while I bejan Lo
vhen ever any one cume to visit the house after x
ittle nr.u_Le he vi i i n his hands wd say thet he vas
going o the church to say ‘:rn,,'ers. Sonetin a ne did not ge near the church.
e woul" scx.zet to Rupress the priest sad Brothers of a certain church by going
wion eften ’185_‘.3!!;‘ where 4 8y would be sure to see him, bubl never staying to
s thanxsb in the a]ley 1 suw some dishes
woran where she gobv bhem fros
she sa_,:x from ¥r. Jones. Return n;; to the ho«\s“ e:x looking in & box that was thought
%o have been pub away 1 found it more than helf empty, thie :en had been taking them
seu.-:\n ’:,he. o the people. Later he started throwing a few n.rumcs, and

i the other men in the placs, he threaten t6 stzb Charlie with
e last straw, I was foreed to ask him to leave. He 4id but went
every piace ne couid spreading criticisi of the house and the work it was txying to
do.To date &s i he wus zbout the worse man thet we ever hud at Slessed
Martin House, b br f sbout svery rule z2de znd it seemed hopeless fe do
T B eSS 0 lon{;er young he was in Tt3

he wus ed Lo £6 o messe
notice iitile tn*m‘s about

s lste fifties. Aafter 41l
fundred men who buve found shelter if not hope at The

se of Hospitelity,and aﬂ:ong them can be found sil iypes.
0d: every one wor nelp, even
:t hopeless. me.:),}' sto J.es could be written 2bout these
ren aliwst a ng in ezch of their
lives u....li'ere‘xt. \,ran ti'ze oths uid nct a]J.Oﬁ for =z story of eac
even if 1 had the : to write it whick I do not.

I will try Yo tell of ze of the boys that were really vexy A.‘tmve ,,arf,s of
the Blessed Hartin House who few pﬂople visving The Bliessed darbin
or know. Those who were .r.\_f real aids, they furnishsd the jokes and the
ovr house never z dull spot.

fon th



¥o story written or told sbout The Zlessed X de Forres |
would be complete wiless you heard of Charlie,l 2
caxe to the house &t es. Put none were ever Like this Charlie every vi
Slessed lartin House knew Chariie.

when I first met Chariie he
school in Sleyton Dsleware. 1 fo i very snbitious,ulert, highly sensitive, over
self concious,nwick texpered, irrab ble, honest and vound up with rmany idicsyncrasies,
In fact one of bhe men at our house sured Charlis,he said,"Sharlie has 5o real dis-
position, ke just m2kes up so sething as he goes along'l.and if you kmew Charlie you
wouid see Hhat he was not Iar wrong,teczuse Chariie never reacted to anything the same
way twice. One zoment he could be in tue throes of darkest pair,end the next {ive
he would be just laughing s off.

Cnariie was one of the

only recently come o tashingion irom 5t. Joseph's
o

, he could do u little
7 offer a goocd restion Ho sany Problens
35, before he wes 5y most loyal
friend and assistant. 2 re was no one arcund te do it
agein he would do &1l U cerpenver work thet had to bz done around the place, he was
rganist, and alter boy. and if for any rTewson I could not
prayers, Charlie would lead them and give Lo the men &
how cowld 1 evsr have gotfen along il Chariie hed not come iy wey. He was an accom-
plished player of the French horn and Tromoorne and the neighvors around Elessed Hartin
Louse often complained of i@ sleepless nighis while Chaxlie was enjoying nimself
in the chzpel playing a Ssch orgen prelude on our OTgad. This was his greatest Joy.
Chariie continusd o s 1 ufter he came to stay at our house and was alweys

2 welcome visitor bo my home a8 py mother was very fond of him alsc,and he came svery
sunday to breakfest where she would staff 2s if nopeing to make it lesk until
he returned the next Sunday.,

ifber three years Chariie was rezdy Lo &
a privilege ever gave any one else; dut I wented to be, gure that he looked as well
groomed. as the obhers. Sub with il I did for Charlisdlwys made himself feel
beggarly,i wanted him to feel that he wes.bhe part of 2 great movement that he was
an instrument in a great cause working for our Lord and the glory of ris Iingdom.
Charlie would not see the efford,instead «2d been kind to him he was verfectly
conbented to help me To rubt over =y project ,ihet wes all. Of course i am the one

suate 1 saw him dressed in my tuxede

e

4o be blamed if 1 do not have the apility to pub 2 L - over with enough fire W
draw others then: I can not complain if I find self zlone. This hes been one of
g ef sorrows that I have been unsble to pui over the ides that we want to do
sozetning for the good of our fellos I do not want people doing Things for me

Yecause I huve been kind to then, I want them to caboh the vision and work with me
and not for me.

However OCharlie was never jusbt one of £he men for he was never homeless, it
was just that my houss offsred 2 more convenient wey for him to finish schosl which
he was very amdious to do,te prepars him for some sord of work, and not heving aay

zot the Tirst of awt ing good.
the youngest person there.
£ood caize into the house be would
se first o get very

+ no one eise was willing to help him. o Chard

S

that came 36 the Slessed lartin House 28
particuls fond of good food,and when sorethin
4aik arowsc me and sing and swile,for he sms sure that would be
zenerous poriions.

The Tirss alber we ever had Ok = pieces
of the Christi ¢
out Goust = very beautiful thing
There was & shrine buily to Blessed G
in the yerd he built & shrine
cur evening prayers

the chapel alsc: Of gold and oresm
Hlessed Hother where in sumser wd
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The alter thet Chariie had built for the chapel we 3ll felt it to be a mester
iecs,vwe were alweys very proud to show it o wisitors who came to our houss.

ing when Mass was seid ab oury house Chariie wu- 4lways Phe scoiyte to the
Gelight of the officiating priest and edification iof the men in the house who
felt z preat pride in the abiiity of Charlie to answer ihe priest sc smcothely
in Lstin. Cherlie lead in the cing of -soap, he Jjust seemed to be the 2xis on
wnich the doings of our Blessed Kariin i Y’ ; way Cherlie was
truthiul end loyal tc ne, and even when he 4id not share uy views, which ke
seldom ever did, he would nevertheless carxy oub my orders.

One morhing 25 usual I went to The Blessed Y¥artin House, Comabhg dom the
street I noticed vhat the house was yet -closed up, even the window shutters were
still closed. I opened the door and not a ign of anyone, jusi the night I S
left sixty-five men there, 1 went to the kibtchen no cooking had been dondhtiere L ¢
it was just as we had left it ihe night before.Humring up stairs; AR there was o 2 f""’“\‘\
ene on sither of the twe floors, bursting o one of the rooms I found one old
won who was sick. Breathlessly I asked him 5T he knew where every one wes. He told P
that the poiice nad taken all of men oud axnd locked them the = vefore and
thet he was 1 cnly because he was sick in bed, ¥ i isked, To uy
amazerent I Sound out that Charlie had been locked up wi e other six
five men. I was sicx %o of him being subjected o r primiing end a
line vy and all the sities heaped on those are unfortunate &no'
Lo fail irfo ihe hends of the law, and esp€eigilf sc if happened to be
colored people. Here the very thing thet 5 worked harsest to prevent had happened
wy people iljated unjustly for mo real purpose oniy becszse it can be
ne with less publicity than any obher group. They took Charlie even aftsr he

i charge of the house, aud would rot give kix the chance

ves

hat bokd tvhem
to gei in touch wiih me.

sihat really hed happened, it seems tral two of the men had znlargwrent asd te
reke himself win one nan Struck the otiier over the nead with some sort of & hammer
and instead of calling the police precient, 2 tiie fellow whe lived in the house
and «ho had been dubed™littler Then Xe® because he was szaller then I was and who
always assumsd far too much authority whe neh there called the Headguariers.

en 1 was
48 & result got himself and all of the other men Zocked up.
I hurried dowa to the police stabion, bubl when tney fount out thai
lawyer they would nol even consider we. 50 off I went to contact & frier
alawyer, awl as we gobt e the stabion house the lawyer and i, oul came
men handousfed two and twe guarded closely by two officers L pistols and mipht
the worse

sticks, why you would have thought from the acticns theb these men were
criminels, when really they had done nothing more than been caught slesping on the
floor of 2 charity home; because g the Lords ol the lLands and the Rosses of tie
ldings hed cheated lied and uroken Taith with bhei..As they hag alsc done themsw

rmothers, grendfathers znd grandsothers and so on back for more than
three ¥ £ years. Until now these afier so many generations of such treatment
are bewilderd and jobless.

1 stood there looking ab them their eyes caught mine, and I read in their 4
eyes that certain sos ing. that only colored people can sece in eyes of other !
colored people. Ho white person could have sver resd the adject disillusionment
in those eyss; because no wniie man hes had 3o 1ive under the cede of casua
cruslity, of brutal kindness ,and of genial despotism for sSo many yeors as nave these

people. And yet 21X of thess men vere being herded off to be finger printed, their
Yecords cnecked, other précients were io be seiskiend gadstioned In 231 peris of

the city to sse if something could be found on some of them, and then put iz the
police line wp to see if someone can't dig up scmelhing on some of them.

My heart was heavy for these my people, such indignities 3 on them. »
I imew & attempt the same bhing on e if ever there was a chance, in SPiL
of my'honorable 1iving end thet of ny ancestors. For there i80right that a colored
san hes bhat e white wan st reppect. This is his jew as far back ss "The Dred
Seott Dicision',

4s T stood watching these men 1 could see the african chedned togather and

<]

herdéd in to slave ships iike so many cattle. Then as slaves driven in droves
'alwa.ys the seme, in any age,,and in any climate. Then a thougit cCimetto me
iihat a wonderful reward God has laid away for the colored man if he can continue
in self pi y smeV s i keep on singing his songs for it is
s real contribubion to this country,dence and laugh to his osn rusig, and snatch
z 2

ot
clixb up. Easy pixaii Tris what they cxi't uwnderstand, and never will.

by brutal oversears, then driven from their homes and lynched. 1 knew it to be
1o bear it =1l with dignity, and never sliow it to get him morbid,never indulge
4y ,never stoop:io race hetred. &
his few moments of fun in spite of 211 the things they do to him. and continue to
XL Y, % ¥ ]
snd many other things were passing through ny aind,until the lawyer touched

&
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on tne zrm and broughit me out of revzwz,e,b}' 3ay:
sure <-rc“":; I wes looking for Charlie, I had guite i‘argc\",te’i him for the
in oy ‘heu&""ts of the misery of iness peopie. 1 inguived and found
cut that C‘zr.ue had been sent o-rﬂr with =not.uer group of -ﬂn, and that nhe shouid
be retu.r-x;ng VEry 3oon.

Yie talked for some time to the captain a very fine catholic gemtieman, aad I
found that he had a very greab respect for my lawyer friend. So thei it wes not herd
to have Charlie rea...aseu in mF custedy. I wanted to get all of the other fellows
out too, this wes nol so easy, I was assm-ed that they would be released very
soon and they were. however every day that they were there we at Blessed artin
House made sand=swiches and sowetiing to drink and carried it to the priecient
The czptain said that never before had he hed sueh well cared for guests.

Crarlie stayed with me for about five years and then ope day when 1 came
into the housel found sowe seminarians waiting for me as I had many good frinds
among bthem. Charlie caie into the room with 2 litile bundle under his arm and said
# elil kr. Scobt I think that 1 will be leanng you now, thank you for what you did
for mei ¥nen I could find xy voice,i said “Ch ah aldight Charlie¥, he turned on his
and out of the room. Une of the Prah’xers said"whatlharlie »ralk:mg out on you like
that?! I said I suppose 80 5, it is the {irst I have heard of iv." I was mard Vo say
the least, not ab the leaving but the =y it was done. Surely Charlis&'$s life after
a2zl was his not mine., Tt was his way of doing things, Icould mever understand.
This was his greabt fault he could do mothing to hurt his pride. I soon learmed that
he had planned to leave without saying any t‘nfmg i-,ore, he wanted to leav & messege
for me with one of the men,bul ne ricked the wron jmew that this was
not the right thing to do, and taoreat: with uod:n.l,y iarm unless he told me him-
self. &4nd tien he stood at the dooxr so he could not get out unbil Igot there.

Por 2 few days after hie lafi I just did xnct wenbt fo ever see him again, and
“then I tnm;g)n Charlie mearw nor.n,.:tg 'Lhaz was really wrong or n.ea:x.re just dié not
#nov how bo do tnlnés 3
could do nobiing that £. I had often
hneaxrd him sa;f to soxe of then n, }‘o 2y e 'hel—z.ﬂ" nim In i:o de sougbhing
even tell Charlie what to do.¥ So after a few days Charide started

*I do not see Charlie in this

O" cou.rse I could not nare and wribe of 211 the more than {ifteen hundred men
sed through The Slessed Yartin Fouse but to spesk of the house it would
Aat you must ¥now 2nd meet some of them, to get the proper picture
artin House. That maHes it the place that it is and why we love it as
other one of the fellows that meant 2 lot around the house was Srovm
he was as well Jnown earound the house as was Charlie and they were arch enemies.
“hc.rl.ge did not like Brown at all, and Srowm could onmly wildly toloratez Charlie.
rosition wes nerd as it always called for -ra"i\ deplomeeepo Heep both of them geard
in propotion. Browm was the only person that I ve ever imown m'.c had & perfect
conbination of mental and phsyical laziness ,anc thsn zdded b0 this was the best
disposition I have eve*vww se vreits you thep have a fazir

icture of Zrown. I am s i d one like tbat in éne W}‘l.l
e could be very alert a
or after he xmew you
e really wes you would c%o» disy
thrown away after he wes made 25 n
wished himrany other i for he vas & vexy help "ul person to me and sure be
aided me greatly at Dlessed lartin SC. »“rom was a bors .uz‘se,.-he.z s¥er any men
became sick we st once locked for Hrewn. He could appeer out of thin air with a
basin of water, & x.owel, 'e’:.u & spoon.dnd would just naturally do the right thing
"7:4.1 he doctor arrived if it was necessary to have the decior. The srofessioc

net 2 zreat loss when he not become a doctor or nurse. That was t one ti
‘ne had a knack for..He would very oftea pinch hit for Charlie at prayers as kis
title in the house sas second assistant, as Chariie was the [irst assistant.

He would do mest of my exrands,for he was honest to a fauit with me. Charlie
would te very embemrasediio sometines go pizces to ask for 2 loan or 2zift of
woney that was sometines needed, bub Brown would go and snswer all juestions and
bell them just how much that money meantand how important it wes that I got it
until, it was little doubt in ny mind if Browm weny to get some soney that he would
ever leave until he had it., #e /% &
he could nob do
1 becuuse Ie Sid not &
SUe 1o entertain v}.\.
idea ox poverhy
with me until the wer took him

aou" SO et.a S
¥ fond of an
an,v' thing

é\u SY’CG. AHC‘ like O £
inplg tecgouse I wes

ted, Eub  he steyed
ul o hixe




ery good Ir
P ais

Ids z-e_Lc.u.onS

£ "“er,ur S mEn ap):eared at The Biessed
had s szgreeable expression. I not wonder t..u'l‘, he was having
fith hizm 1 lesmned tr.a.t he was taking treatnents Xv!' a heart ziiment

h wes alsoe causing him sowe troutle, after a fow he was guite
dend to Chariie and me.ile was never very Iriendly with the men as a ‘~"1ole, however
he did pick himsel? one real buddy a fellow by the name of Golson and together thney
were real pals. Smackur as I always called him soon became one of those thaet I depended
on, as T nave sald he was not & young men when he came to Elessed Xartin House 1ife
had nob dealt very easily, he was & har ker amd that was the secret of kis itrpubke
Just did net see:.eﬁ. to ce able Lo conbrol it and under the dihmicsiniimence he was
very cross and ugly in d;swaa.’cwn..u ugh he was never 90 drunk to be -.-.'ﬁr}"_i.ng
‘but respectil of me and % wn arcund ihe house. When things ':ee-::
rac:uranl; axound the uoq a‘-zck fix so E 56 please, and I saw the

trouble.
and that I

a

lefi ihs house aboui noon izte that

& days ieb
: he cawe “‘;\c;v‘ to

very répentent,he and Brown pad & big
in the house for me. He never liked
2 caneer.
Lrom South Carolina, when 1 iced
no work there and thet he pad heard
only twenty years old, and a 1it"ale
4 and his father hed morried agasin
He had aluost no educavion, could Ex scarsely write his neme, but he a‘u ave an entense
desire tc be good, and honest, and clean. I first round him standing in tze hali of our
house one very cold night close to the radiator alitec elf,screone had told him about
the Blessed House and he hed just crert quidetly in, ke hed oniy e paper sack for 2 hat
suzmer slucis,shirt and coat no underwear and just tbe,toas of shoes, & patiietic ’igurﬂ
on such & celd blustry night. I gave him some food and then let him ge't 2 path and g
some wari: clothes.ile dié not seem as old 2s the other men s¢ I made every effcrt ‘i',o

he could get hork ir'
anxious te geb along

find & bed for him that he woukd nct become too disilusionec: The very next dey 1 mads
him feel thalt he wes a vcr, iportant part of the house to make him have feith in himself
and in other pecpie.

After he had been there s shord v
houeenseded & man to do tnﬂ work aro
He was 211 to th %
him & very v, Dub very ©
szrly before they becore sinful
fishing on one of his days

sisters who had very geod friends tc our
Sent Gernie

ni and v.’;‘,t'v wsre S0 ole&séu with i they fo:m:
fren Cod ssems.. to take many of the «rco\i very

and so t happened to (arnie he was drowned winile out

sonie

fie

save his ng and then some neyve e_be he wo m
& stew as to ’“nat nEn khad used. He e\fcnh 3
nemes, he was two people 91&!‘;«:’-.1“"‘“ except
‘10\1 =530 X

card under bott
st our houve. If there were
knew that Bddie as i always
sure that no new comer ever did & 2 .;e, not thet I ever expacted iibut
when people are new and do not Xnow one we largs
PETS0n, bui he as strcr" avery ;uick .ud 1 was alweys makelng i;zi;x give me his swiich

what 1 could lezrn of his past iife. His
favher nad remarried,tddie had been placed
n ne ceu‘e out k‘e was just on his own nc one really cared aboubt
im, he had done a few siretches down the wey for minor offenses, he wes too worldiy

age, he nad a greab scmiration for racketts and racketers he was just 2 litile
on the light side of life, there was z fondness for flashey clothes. But under all of
this I found & good heart zad 2 nice disposit . iie ned a grezt confidence in ay
judgement of things and would always coie to wme for any advi ce. He told me olien told

ne thet I wes the only real friend that he had ever had.iliked hism boc and tried to giwve
him what rie had never 'r;ad afriendly understanding and thet certain pride that comes when
you feel that the thin ,,'ou do count for something. imd he stayed around untii the aray
took hilm also, and ..ov.-' in the army he writes to e regolariy.
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the door beil rang I went io ihe door =nd thers stook a while man
he said he was of canadian paventage, bui that he really had grow up in
Toston. tited the he was crippled oneleg was longsr then the other he wzs
wearing a built up shoe. I asked him in and made him feel welcoue, he said that
he had been told about the place and was wondering if he could stay there until
he could do better, seid thal he was 2 catholic and would do ®hat ever he could
to help the place. There were obher pukse white men there so it dic not raise any
provles: in my mind.He said thel he was a cock by trade he was just what I wented
28 at that time Charlie was going to school allday. So I asked him about taking over
the kitchen and seeing that the house was kept clean.
This worked liked 2 charm the floors z stairs were scrubhed every day the piace to on
inmaculate appearenee, the food was micely cooked and served ijewas like 2 nice
middie class hotel,.end.every thing was fine for awhilie every wWho visited the place
in thiose day was impressed by the cleandiness and ordensﬁnibﬁxpim. Then I was
Sorcet to notice littie trings that for awhile I iried not to see, but wore things
would pop up he started off by segregeting the men in the house pubting the white to
sleep on one side of the house and tne colorsd on the other side, then after I would
leave at night and the colored men had gone to bed he would go back intc the kilchen
with just the white men and heve = midnight feast on the fcod that we needec for our
regular zeals. Then once en a very cold snowy day 1 came in to the house sarlier
then usuel and found that the colored men had been pub out amd were shivering
imkk in the coid, while 21l the whibe men were sitting inside auusing themselves
where it was nice warm. Then ne had been gebbing whiskey zaod drirking it in
the kitchen, Se afser this we did not get along so well,until he had one of tvhe men
arresied and went to court and appeered against him without letiing me imow any thi
zbout it. I told him that as far &s getbing eny men arrested that was wholly my
privallege and I ¢id not share it with anyone.
The men no longer had sny respect for him even some oi bthe ¥
ed him onéjthem simcked him one day and then told me some of the things Uhatl he w3 &
do to me. I put another men in his piace, but I allowed him to stay until
st & nan who thougit that he toQ
to grinG and togsther they went evexy wnere itrylng X no realiy had
charge of the house they told all sorts of tales on we, they mmk &id mot believe
that I was solely responsible for the house.
They were unable to stir up any thing as no one paid any attention %o men who would
go around talxing ageinst 2 person vwho had been as kind To them as I had been to ihese
two men, even the men in the house soon became disgusted and wanbed vo throw them
out of the house, ;because there never s any trouble betwesen the white and colored
men. I did for ome jusk what L did for the other that is I never d4id anytiing for
colered men that I Gid not do for tne white men too 1 have never been able o ese
the colom of uny man's skin. These two men stayed for some time after this for 1 not let
any mon tm say enything to them or molest them, for there was nobhing that they could
do 4o harm for I was responsible to no one in my dealings with the Blessed Martin
Fouse only God. Finally one of them found work with a private concern and the other
gob on the @.P.A. and when his case worker found out whers hie was living she urged
him to nove as she did net think proper :or him to live is 2 colored houvse however
the W.P.4, was such an wicerszin Thing umdil he came back several times &5 there wus
no other place that would have him when ke hed oo mOWY %0 ¥
Bul our place did cabch all xinds of pecpie, I re er one dear cid fellow
seventy~ nine years oid lost his home in South farolina zpd came ¢ deshington
3 3 i hi hier thet he had not heard from for many
ie szid she cid not approve of his second
B
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e
g,m
<

¢ Ren no longsy

at thet time was il

and just did not write to n 7 more. I tried toxgsk help b rer
the papers, and through the churcies tub no success. I kept the oid gentler
i when he would do things because of & i & io be

Jonger I had him put in “Hive ¥lains® «
0ld gentle-man sixby yesrs old came from oregen tc see the Presigent
hEsesoREy because some one out there hed cheated him oud of some uosney and he
wanted to sse that the Fresifientpe made him iose nis job.

Offie Day one of ihie men call'to the door and there stood and oid man that could
have been Rip Van Whnkle himself, he was just zbout as ragged as ke could be,he had
2 loag beards and bushy hair, he carried z stick steff like, there was 2 profusion
of pews papersbundles under his arm with a lot of note books sticking oub. He was
at least eighty years old, md his story was tith amusing and sad these o were
full of figures thal were very hard to read dateing many years back. He said that
the whites owed him a 1ot of money for lusber Eissismippithet ke had soid them
and would not pey him aad had threaten his 1ife after lynching one of his sons
snd he had come to see if there was'nt some one whox could gox to Kississippi and
help him get whal wes his. Something hed happe ers was nothing
that 1 could do for hiw bubt get the Traviers iid Soci d bie back home &5 he had
ere abie to cere for him
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On e certain Sonday afterncon 1537 1 wes on my way hore Lo change clothes
to attend & meebing at the Campion house, as I crossed an avenue I saw awan sitbisg
on the copeing of tae fence of a friend. I Was starbtled by his likeness of my graod-
father whe had been dead for & nuwber of yesrs. Ths likeness wes so strikeéing that 1
forced to talk He told me zhet he had just come from 2
no place to go because he had no money, and thet he hed had nothing to eat since the
day before. Iwanted Lo attend the meebing ever so bad, but I imew then that =y duty
was much smorels sreaching out my hasd to help him up I found cui that he was
crigpled and he was in a very bed conditicn his clothes were wet and distorted
I had no lsoney,se helping him to sit down egain i wenito see what I could get from
ny friend. As 1 hurried up o his door he opened it having seen me coating from his
window, I blurted out¥give me some ¢ld n ews papers and tweniy cents and don't ask
any questions® He looked at mg as if he thought I must be 2 Jittle more out of ny
head then uwsual, btut geve me whal was re.uested. Taking these thinfs I hurried sway
leaving rnimstanding lcoking guestiometlely ab me.
Stopphng & cab 1 put these pepers cn the seat so thab the cld fellow would not dirty
it, and helping him into it we wers offfor the Blessed Hart: fouse., Arriving st
the nouse 1 paid the cab driver with the Twendly cents, i helpéd- the old gentle-
mer: in to the house and up stairs.

ThHers was only zu
W Lveb i & lavgs
needed every ng
He had.been useing ¢
and now nis bod ¥ was babhed and po
clear: ¢lothes on he looked more like ny gran
lieve through somwe trick of fete he was my

is necsssary for & LAY .
4 have used some sort of powder
Seyed some

il

=y grand—

¢ gav, after he was very full
= & bsd thet he couid rest on, he

vlessing t :

7 thet day,

& and he stayed viilh us for more than a
o & hoeme for the zzed as he was growing mors helpless each
ecuipped for = pernmunent home for any one.

Up in the 2iley near us thers vas & gerage.and in &t L
uffered from Infantile Furalisyes in both legs; he was jus
sat on ithe wagon and was pulled zboul by his friends. He eked
; shee sbrings,song.mnd pencile.n He wus a hard drinker, bub
by with hdm he was 30 berriablly deforméd, inspite of his very
nder its  iniluvence.

A8 tne winter came on 1 fell that he shou
pors comfortavle,se I invited his o & iatc our I

ing th

were not

t was a bit
was in & very

st nesd of & bath, so the toys Iizmedit up for er and sozp and -
ve him & bath, the goor fellow was siek for & us wntil

ered the room
reach another

%33

suimer, onedzy &s I came up the stairs I heard suck

ihere was this little fellow hanging of the side
man with a long imife. fellows zb my resuest

ke,

t 2

e we were Iorced te let him go out sgain with nis hovever
contaet with him to be sure § 2 % never hungzry o roul wmren
one back to the geraze and i, nd nim veny

had sent him to the hosplit
tize. The Goys % cab for us und
wes examined doctor told me
i6 thet it was serious, Surs E
and. some obfwr members of his fan
Then young fellow »
Martin House on another cold rainy
2 for the others too
e g core and
at we called the 33

condortenle and wanbed w

3 n 80 differsnt
Every dey k i oub trying o
not to go cul to welk so smuch he looked as
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weak to even
nd then told me
. until he

the hosy

dicine
@e asleep 1 came hoxe, plaaning in iy nbiné to @

aier fell to sieeP.znd wai-e he
turn early the next day at the wisitin

velore 1 was ready 1o isave home & policeman vang ihe te. to s tnat Taylior

1 wired nis sisters whe lived in Verziniz and they caxe with anciher brother

and carried his body home. They were very nice pecple enn were grzielul te Hlessed Murtin

his brovher the said did not erite to them for a very long @iyl they did nol xnow

where he was.

Taylor had told me that he «id not write because e had not been as successful us
he had wanted to be and just could not write to them and aduit that he had failed as they
had said he would.This poor fellow had teld me 211 of his wmany disappoiniments, so 1 just
listened to nis fawily and tried to consoie bhem by = g that I was very surs thet he
loved them so much that he did not meally mszn to hurt them.
er when it was bime to narvest Faylor's sisters and brother came
house potaices, onkons, appies, eabbuge, and hog
a very old one.as I have told you belors, thers was
done except by us the owaers never did amything
advance or served notices. I was foxced o go to court aboul every
1o gt Yihe rent on the swadl salaxy
ust b id out

S

and pav
anG pa;

Lo go. to coury
Hesd morning &t

ere at 2.00.

2d nut Ohrist always been
L 1 went to rt after this, and they
Qur neuse was S0k Ay tlwmes during
would come to Logk the place over und then rais us eath vime,

tne litile repazirs tohut we npade our selvea. 2LllF could stand ihis

could nob ysy so much
b

oY 50 BOOY G plLi tarted out to Zind waother pi
place ves all the wsre after. We found 2 place that
we were Mg iy ol ¥ 2 :

tex than the

en we aude &
cu.ame vub i ¥
21l gowm in ow
fie baiustrade o
DOTLS and 5¢ i ¥ ficers were
ence pelween our v i E
G te be pubt oul

e madie ¢
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e neey
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e

one day, She said Lo me
ittle closst and coraer. I enbend Lo zet i

de sterted on our tour of the K
roeis so full of bed:
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so 221 of bed: re was barely any room o move aboul in 2z 1 st her see the
poor bath {ae: =es, t 3 crax..ned chapel, the over crowses «iet®estion room, the messy
\14”11!1&""(@1‘., the very dari n. 1 asked her if she would noi stay uatil the men came
in so thet she could really s:e the Blessed ¥ertin House in action, but she < that
she had seen quite encugh. She never returned and I never heard frow her agzin.
We {61t thal we were really trying te do something that was the worik of our
because were constanily being criticised,ofcourse we knew that we were far from deing
anything that was “e*fad,wt our ideas m-" intes ncns vere right. were eritiged.for
nob aoinb certain vhdngs 2ad then when we did those tiinge we critized for doing them.
Scwe szid that the houss was so clt-t,, ,ctz:ers said that the house mede men lem;,- that
there was notining for them to do. Some fecund fauli with the type of mun that stayed there,
They just did not sse that 1 only hed a vex:, ttle monsy and vety ittle help, that
because of this I was forced to work all of the time to keep even what I &id heve.So pecple
came to the house Lo visit once and never ¢ ame back. Very often scme one would come to
visit us and ssy they were at some meebing and our houss was being discussed, and so they
caite to see for themselves. Somebimes I made some very good friends this way.
We never worried what pecple said a‘::out us for if our lord wes op sarbtih arcund with his
&postles they would say the same things about him.
“@2 st up an cifice zad Sltb.«.ﬂ& roum for guest, 3 recreation room for the men. In our
chapel Charlid ie built a litble shrine To Elessed Xartin. hels twe Bei:rsats 2 :gear in our
house. It wes ays a very ..mapy time for me Lo hear Lass at 3
cabhokic men in the ho were zliways urped to 8¢ to commmion
1 E neyed orga; tils was always
o lwa aiways. I very often
_L;'{ ozuer of uen consecrating their lives:to just itnds ind of
}_:.A-(.Sluu to our J.ou“

1

ik
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Lord
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2t came 1o us reg -e.w ess of who

by one of the .mer .,hm. I
many ¢ats in { ¥ S was
Littie ball of b Tur
soon knew that his rmx.'.e was
e;:"n..vre is :;ZL’&"&_'."&EEI ne would jemp oub from So
4y to ¥, he wWas & nossy .Lu-,:., felliow was always
wen »meﬁ ﬂy vc:v’e _r-d as aom as i caue in and spoie he
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